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There is some dispute in the published histories over ihe date of construction of 3473 Union-
town Road. Dr. |. ]. Weaver. Jr.. believed that it was built before 1783, while . Thomas Scharf
states that it was huilt by John Kurlz as a residence and store in 1805. While Weaver is
generally more reliable and accurate than Scharf. it appears that Scharfis correct about this
house. John Kurtz was an influential persen in the early history of Uniontown, and the land
records indicate that he built a log house at 3373 Uniontown Road about 1806-1810. Kurtz and
David Stem had purchased the south side of Uniontown Road from Conrad Stem in 1806.
which thev sub-divided and sold in one-half and one-acre lots. Most of these lots were sold be-
tween 1809 and 1815. From the prices recorded in the laud records. it appears that Kurtz and
Stem made improvements on some of the fots hefore selling them. Kurtz was also engaged in
business as a starekeeper. The December 2. 1813 edition of The Engine of Liberty carries a
notice that states *‘Public Sale—at dwelling house of the subscriber in Uniontown, the residue
of his store. consisting of Dry Goods. Groceries. &c.. &c.. &C.. John Kurtz.” Kurtz mortgaged
this property (‘two acres including my dwelling house and store room’’} in 1817. Subsequent
nineteenth century owners were Michael Wagner (1824). Samuel Mvers (1838), Adam Danner
(1852j, Edwin G. Gilbert (1879). and Reuben Matthias {1884). Reuben Matthias was a
shoemaker who had a cobbler’s shop behind the house. The exterior of the structure shows
several later alterations such as the stone chimney. the tall first story windows, and the ex-
terior siding.
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